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ABSTRACT

It is our hope that this study will contribute to the existing body of knowledge on the
discoveries of Neolithic and Copper Age sites in the upper and middle basin of the Crisul
Negru River. We recognize that there has been a gap in the collation of archaeological
information in the Bihor County and the area considered in this study since 1974. Our aim is
to provide a valuable update and repertoire of these sites and findings.
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Delineation and landscape

The Upper and Middle Basin of Crisul Negru is bounded to the north by the peaks of the
Padurea Craiului Mountains, to the northeast by the Vlddeasa Mountains, to the south and
southeast by the heights of the Bihorului Mountains and to the south by the Codru Moma
Mountains, including Stei, Beius and Holod depressions, crossed by numerous tributaries, the
largest of which is the Holod River, which upstream of Luncasprie is called the Vida Valley. The
western boundary of the area is situated on the Tinca - Belfir locality line, where it meets the
Crisurilor Plain. This area encompasses all landforms, the maximum altitude of the basin being
represented by the Curcubéta Mare (or Bihor) peak of the Bihor massif - 1849 m, below which
the Cris Negru River springs in the area of the village of Poiana at an altitude of 1702 m. The
lowest altitude is south of Tinca, where the Crisul Negru at the exit of the Holod Depression
towards the Salonta Plain reaches an altitude of 110 meters (Fig. 1).

History of archaeological research of the area
The first information began to accumulate in the first half of the last century. The first

artifact mentioned in the archaeological literature on the Middle and Upper Crisului Negru basin
is the stone axe from Suncuis? after which the copper axe-adzes found at Beius, Cotiglet, and
Josani are mentioned in Roska’s repertory’. The establishment of the Beius Raional Museum

! A shorter Romanian version of this paper was published ten years ago (Fazecas 2014). The editor of the paper failed
to include the bibliography used for the study and the map with the location of the finds.

" Tarii Crisurilor Museum Oradea — Museum Complex / University of Oradea, Center for Interdisciplinary Studies; e-mail:
gruia74@yahoo.com.

> Ardos 1936: 67.

’ Roska 1942b: 28-29, 40.
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(later the Beius City Museum) in 1958 was a significant catalyst for archaeological research in the
area’. This marks the beginning of systematic archaeological research in the area. The first
archaeological research in the Upper and Middle Basin of the Crisul Negru River was carried out
in 1967 at Rapa by S. Dumitrascu’. Then, the site of Tasad is spotted in 1968 by Emédi J., who
informs the museum in Oradea about the discovery. From 1970 to 1984, N. Chidiosan from the
Crisurilor County Museum will direct the research. It will then resume in 1994-1996 and 2007
under the direction of S. Dumitrascu from the University of Oradea®. The discovery of
archaeological materials in the vicinity of Cociuba Mare was brought to the attention of S.
Dumitrascu by Csak K., a representative of the museum in Tinca. This discovery ultimately led
to the undertaking of archaeological research in 1969”. In 1971, I. Ordentlich conducted
archaeological research at Ribédgani, which resulted in the discovery of a Neolithic settlement®.
The archaeological research at Sdnicolaul de Beius “Botocana” was conducted from 1972 to 1973
under the direction of Radu Popa from the Institute of Archaeology in Bucharest and N.
Chidiosan from the Oradea Museum. The most recent archaeological research to uncover
evidence of the Neolithic and Copper Age in the region was conducted between 2012 and 2013
at Meziad Cave under the direction of C. Ghemis from the Crisuri Country Museum.
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Fig. 1. The upper and middle basin of the Crisul Negru river

* Fazecas 2008: 93.

> Fazecas 2008: 93.

¢ Popa, Fazecag 2013: 47-48.
’” Dumitragcu 1973: 139.

8 Ordentlich 19744, 56/306.
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List of archaeological discoveries:

Neolithic Age (Fig. 2):

1. Campani (Campani com.): In the archaeological site known as “Pestera II din Dambu
Colibii” [Cave II of Dambu Colibii] the paleontological research conducted by Elena
Terzea led to the discovery of material belonging to the Star¢evo-Cris culture’.

2. Cociuba Mare (Cociuba Mare com.): In the area known as “Fdntdnita” situated
between the village and the Ratasel valley, neolithic ceramic fragments were
unearthed. In his 1973 publication, D. Igant also documents the discovery of neolithic
pottery fragments in the “Cohdresti” area'.

3. Cotiglet (Ceica com.): A polished neolithic stone axe, has been retrieved from an
unidentified location within the vicinity"'.

4. Dusesti (Ceica com.): A polished stone bludgeon has been unearthed in an
unidentified location near of village. It is plausible that this artefact may date back to
the Neolithic period'~

5. Gepis (Lazdreni com.): In 1986, during the spring ploughing on the “Roving” hill, an
axe of polished stone with a shaft hole was unearthed".

Fig. 2. Map of the Neolithic finds and their density in the Upper and Middle Crisul Negru Basin

° Vlassa 1961: 17; Ignat 1973: 8, 18; Ignat 1997: 18, 20; Ignat 1998: 80; Ignat 2000: 30; Ignat 2001: 10; Fazecas 2008: 104.
' Dumitragcu 1973; Ignat 1973: 9; Dumitrascu 1974c, 27/110; Ignat 1998: 80; Fazecas 2008, 105.

" Dumitragcu 1974d, 28/128; Ignat 1997: 18; Ignat 1998: 80.

"> Ordentlich 1974b, 33/155; Ignat 1998: 81.

" Fazecas 2007: 18-19.
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6. Ginta (Capalna com.): several neolithic obsidian blades and cores come from an
unknown place around the village'*.

7. Meziad (Remetea com.): In the cave of Meziad, fragments of painted pottery have been
found that belong to the Middle and/or Late Neolithic period"”.

8. Miheleu (Lazareni com.): Two stone axes from the Neolithic period were found near
the village's.

9. Petrani (Pocola com.): On the “Piatra Petranilor” plateau, above the village, there are
ceramic fragments belonging to the Late Neolithic period”.

10. Pietroasa (Pietroasa com): A Neolithic settlement is mentioned in the “Cave of the
Varseci Hill™'®.

11. Rabagani (Rabagani com.): The archaeological research conducted by I. Ordentlich
near the mesothermal springs revealed a single-level dwelling, which is considered to
belong to the late Neolithic. Among the findings are several stone shoe-last celts-type
(germ: schuhleistenkeil) and numerous stone tools®.

12. Rapa (Tinca com.): Archaeological excavations conducted at a site referred to as “Sub
Pddure” or “Campul de Sus” resulted in the discovery of Neolithic artifacts. Similarly,
the excavations carried out at “Dealul Morii” unearthed artifacts belonging to the
Staréevo-Cris culture®.

13. Sighistel (Campani com.): Neolithic pottery was discovered in the “Mdgura Cave”*'.

14. Tasad (Tasad com.): In the context of the archaeological research conducted on the
hill known as “Cetdteaua” by N. Chidiosan, a number of ceramic fragments were
unearthed, which were subsequently determined to belong to the Starcevo-Cris
culture and the Piscolt group*.

15. Zavoiu (Sambata com.): A stone mace, believed to date from the Late Neolithic period,
has been unearthed in an unidentified location within the village*.

Copper age (Fig. 3):

1. Beius: In the surrounding area, a deposit was identified comprising two copper axe-
adzes, both belonging to the Tarnavita variant of the Jaszladany type*.

2. Carasdu (Cociuba Mare com.): Eneolithic pottery belonging to the Tiszapolgar culture
has been discovered at the place called “Cetate” [“Fortress”] by locals®.

** Chidiosan 1974a, 36/181; Ignat 1997: 18.

% Ignat 1973: 10; Dumitrascu 1974e, 44/247; Ignat 1997: 18, 20; Ignat 1998: 83; Fazecas 2008: 105, 122.

' Dumitrascu 1974f, 45/252; Ignat 1998: 83; Fazecas 2007: 18.

' Dumitragcu, Hadnagy 1980; Ignat 1998: 84.

'8 Boroneant 2000: 12; Fazecag 2008: 104.

" Ignat 1973: 13; Ordentlich 1974d, 56/306; Ignat 1997: 17, 19, 20; Ignat 1998: 84; Fazecas 2008: 105.

» Dumitragcu 1972; Ignat 1973: 13, 18; Dumitrascu 1974g, 57/312; Ignat 2000: 30; Ignat 2001: 10; Fazecas 2008: 105, 122.
*! Magura Cave is located on the right bank of the Sighistel Valley, within the territory of Pietroasa commune, in the
village of Giulesti. As the cave has been referred to by this name in specialized literature, we have retained this
toponym. Jurcsak 1974: 380 with older literature; Boronean{ 2000: 13-14; Ignat 1997; 19; Fazecas 2008: 122.

** Ignat 1998: 87; Ignat 2000: 30; Fazecas 2008: 105; Popa, Fazecas 2013: 49.

» Roskal942a, 127/175; Ordentlich 1974e, 87/459; Ignat 1998: 88; Fazecas 2008, 105.

** Roska 1942b 28-29; Vulpe 1975: 38/95, 39/110, taf 12/95, 14/110; Ghemis, Fazecas 2001: 26, 32-33. It is noteworthy
that despite the fact that the two pieces have been known at least since the first third of the last century, they were not
included in the archaeological finds of Bihor County in 1974. (Ordentlich 1974a, 11/28).

* Dumitrascu 1974b, 22/77: 22; Ignat 1998: 79; Fazecas 2008: 111.



The state of research on the Neolithic and Copper Age in the Upper and Middle Crisul Negru River Basin

3. Campani (Campani com.): Ceramic fragments belonging to the Cotofeni culture have
been discovered both in the “Fata Pietrei Cave” and in the “Mdgura Cave”.

4. Cotiglet (Ceica com.): From an unspecified place in the area of locality comes a single-
edged copper axe attributed to Copper Age?’.

5. Meziad (Remetea com.): The research conducted in the “Meziad Cave” between 2012
and 2013 under the direction of C. Ghemis led to the discovery of a level of habitation
belonging to the Cotofeni culture *.

6. Petrani (Pocola com.): On the “Piatra Petranilor” plateau, there are ceramic fragments
belonging to the Cotofeni culture®.

7. Pocola (Pocola com.): An copper axe-adze, has been unearthed from an unknown
location in the area®.

8. Ripa (Tinca com.): The excavations carried out at the “Dealul Morii” [“Mill Hill”]
revealed archaeological material belonging to the Cotofeni culture’.
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Fig. 3. Map of the Copper Age finds and their density in the Upper and Middle Crisul Negru Basin

* Vlassa 1974: 411, fig. 3, 4/1-2, 5-8; Roman 1976, 80, pl. 34/3; 42/4; 43/8, 9, 14, 15, 17; 46-2; Sava 2008: 58.

7 Roska 1942b, 40/92; Dumitragcu 1974b, 28/128; Vulpe 1975: 21/20, taf. 2/20; Ignat 1997: 18; Ghemis, Fazecas 2001:
25, 26, 32; Fazecas 2008: 114.

» Ghemis 2015, 16.

» Dumitrascu, Hadnagy 1980: 518.

* Ordentlich 1974c¢, 55/293; Ignat 1997: 18; Ghemis, Fazecas 2001: 25.

' Dumitragcu 1972, 51; Dumitrascu 1974d, 57/312; Roman 1976: 85; Ciugudean 2000:83; Sava 20008: 59.
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9. Rosia (Rosia com.): In the place named “La Tarind” were found materials belonging
to the Cotofeni culture. Materials belonging to the same culture were also found in the
“Vacii [Cow] Cave™.

10. Saucani (Rabagani com.): In the “Loti” or “Cojana” area comes a copper axe-adze,
which was donated by Professor Marius Muntean to the Museum of Oradea in 1972.
The artifact belongs to the Tarnavita variant of the Jaszladany type®.

11. Séanicolau de Beius (com. Soimi): The archaeological excavations conducted by R.
Popa and N. Chidiosan in 1972-1973 on the “Botocana” hill led to the discovery of an
Eneolithic settlement belonging to the early phase of the Tiszapolgar culture, which
was subsequently destroyed by a medieval settlement.*.

12. Sighistel (Campani com.): Archaeological materials belonging to the Bodrogkeresztar
and Cotofeni cultures have been discovered in the “Magura Cave™.

13. Suncuis (Finis com.): The discovery of a polished stone axe attributed to the Copper
Age is mentioned *°.

14. Tasad (Tédsad com.): During the archaeological research conducted on the hill known
as “Cetdteaua” by N. Chidiosan, ceramic artefacts belonging to the Cotofeni culture
were unearthed”.

15. Beius area: Without knowing more about the place of discovery, in the deposit of the
Crisuri Country Museum there is a copper axe-adze, belonging to the Mezdékeresztes
type, specific to the Bodrogkeresztur culture®.

Cultural evolution in the Upper and Middle Crisul Negru River Basin

The evidence suggests that most of Neolithic finds do not provide sufficient information
to determine cultural affiliation. The finds from Campani “Pestera II din Dambu Colibii”, Rapa
“Dealul Morii” and Tasad “Cetdtaua” have been attributed to the Starcevo - Cris culture. At Tédsad,
ceramic fragments belonging to the Piscolt group were also discovered. In the rest, the finds from
Meziad, Petrani and Zivoi are attributed to the Middle and Late Neolithic, without knowing the
cultural context of the artifacts.

In regard to the Copper Age, the findings from Carasiu and Sanicolau de Beius are
associated with the Tiszapolgar culture, while the copper artifacts from Beius, Cotiglet, Josani,
Pocola, Sducani, and the “Beius area” provide evidence of the presence of Bodrogkeresztur culture
inhabitants in the region. Until recently, the Tiszapolgar ceramic style in north-western Romania
was placed in the Early Eneolithic, the artifacts associated with the Bodrogkeresztur pottery were
attributed to the Middle Eneolithic period and the Baden and Cotofeni finds were placed at the
end of the same period®. Nevertheless, new analyses and data *C no longer support this

32 Roman 1976: 84; Ciugudean 2000: 79; Sava 2008: 59.

* Fazecasg 2010: 10, pl. I/3.

**Ignat 1972, 161-164; Ignat 1973, 14, 19; Chidiosan 1974b, 66-67/355.; Ignat 1997, 17, 19-20; Ignat 1998, 85; Fazecas
2008: 111, nota 64.

* Rusu 1971: 81; Ignat-Sava 1974, 66/351; Sava 2008: 58 See note 21.

* In the absence of the item in question and/or an illustration, we are unable to provide a definitive identification.
However, based on our expertise, I believe it is likely to be a Neolithic axe. Ardos 1936: 67.

%7 Chidiosan 1974c, 77/403.; Chidiosan 1976: 1; Chidiosan 1979: 85; Chidiosan 1983: 3; Dumitrascu 1985, harta I,
Dumitragcu et alii 1997: 64; Sava 2008: 60; Popa, Fazecas 2013.

% Ghemis, Fazecag 2001: 23, 29/fig. 1.

* Bognar-Kutzidn 1972: 114-115; Patay 1974: p. 3-71.
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chronology - based on ceramic typology - and reveal a relationship of contemporaneity, at least
in part, of the two ceramic styles during the first two periods of this era (4350-4000 and 4000-
3600/3500 BC)*.

The end of the Copper Age, represented in the area by the finds of the Cotofeni culture, is
best represented by the discoveries from Campani, Meziad, Petrani, Rapa, Rosia, Sighistel and
Tasad.

A “kind” of conclusion
It is difficult to draw any real conclusions because we have so little data. A preliminary

examination of the data reveals that there are a total of 15 localities with Neolithic age finds, of
which two localities have two reported sites (Cociuba Mare and Répa). A similar situation is
observed in the case of finds belonging to the Copper Age, where a total of 17 points with finds
belonging to the Copper Age have been identified (in this case, the localities of Campani and
Rosia have reported two sites each within their respective areas).

While the analysis of the finds is, to some extent, subjective, based on the data currently
available, the evidence suggests a concentration of Neolithic settlements in the area of the
confluence of Holod Valley with Crisul Negru River. For the Copper Age, there appears to be a
first concentration in the Crisul Negru gorge and another in Sighistel Valley. As for the
discoveries of copper axe-adzes, they are concentrated around Beius area (Fig. 4).

Fig. 4. Map of the copper artifacts and their density in the Upper and Middle Crisul Negru Basin

* Raczky, Siklosi 2013.
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However, the situation is far from satisfactory. Of the Neolithic and Copper Age finds, 11

finds (5 Neolithic and 6 Eneolithic) remain unlocated. They are referred to with phrases such as

“in the area of locality” or “from an unknown/unspecified place within the village perimeter”. This

is most evidently exemplified in the case of the discoveries of copper artefacts (six axe-adzes), for

/) which the location of discovery is only known for the piece from Saucani. This is to be expected,

given that archaeological research in the area has only been carried out in Cociuba Mare,

" Rabagani, Rapa, Sanicolaul de Beius, Tdsad and more recently Meziad, and none of these have

/  had the objective of discovering neo-eneolithic sites (Fig. 5). In a previous study, we tentatively

proposed a link between the discovery of copper artefacts and the presence of copper-bearing

ores from Bdita. However, this hypothesis remains untested due to the lack of sufficient
metallographic analyses*'.
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Fig. 5 - Neolithic archaeological finds in relation to those of the Copper Age

In conclusion, the total number of localities with Neolithic and Copper Age finds
currently known to us is 24*2. The relatively limited number of archaeological finds does not,
it is our view, accurately reflect the historical evolution of the area. Indeed, this situation is
observed across all chronological levels investigated, with the exception of the Paleolithic
period. This is a consequence of two factors: firstly, the absence of financial resources allocated
to systematic archaeological research in this area; and secondly, the lack of archaeological
diagnostic research regarding various investment projects in the area, which impedes the
identification of new sites.

*1 Ghemis, Fazecas 2001: 26 and note 22.
2 At Campani, Cotiglet, Petrani, Rapa and Sighistel, we are dealing with finds belonging to both eras. The axe-adzes
are assigned to an area too large to be highlighted.
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