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ABSTRACT

In Eastern Europe, the communist period was about politics, propaganda, centralized economy, but also
about urbanization. In all countries, including Romania, the urban system grew based on heavy
industrialization and migration, especially from the countryside. All cities developed, new factories,
housing, schools, hospitals, administrative and cultural buildings were erected, in order to satisfy most of
the citizens’ needs. In Oradea things stood the same. In 1950s, the city was mostly rural, with neighborhoods
of houses and streets of dirt, without minimal public services. In the 1970s and 1980s the city was rapidly
urbanized, based on new needs and political and administrative desires and decisions.

In this paper we will see what the main discussions on the topic of urban systematization in Oradea in
these years were, how the local administration was seeing urban development, what were the projects and
the goals of this process, and what did local politicians say about how it was undergoing.

Keywords: history of Oradea, communism, urban development, urban systematization, politics,
administration, archives

Introduction

Across the globe, urbanization was the consequence of industrialization, and in Eastern
Europe the systematization of cities was a general reality in the postwar period. Totalitarian
regimes, including the communist one, campaigned for the creation of an urban “new man”,
by developing cities and displacing as many peasants as possible. The result was a rapid
expansion of the urban network, from the Soviet Union to the satellite states. Industrialization
and migration have created a general “housing problem” throughout the Eastern Bloc, as more
and more people moved to cities. The most economical and quick solution was, in the first
phase, the standard house and the dorms for singles, then the apartment blocks organized in
micro-districts, with common courtyards and neighborhood centers with schools, services and
shops.

The block of flats (the collective housing building) as a living space, as well as the
industrialization of housing constructions are creations of Western urbanism, and their
implementation in the socialist area was due to both the ideology of standardizing living of all
inhabitants and the need to resolve the housing crisis quickly and cheaply as possible. Thus, in

' This article was published in a simpler version, in Romanian, and without documentary annexes in: Cristina Preutu,
Tonut Nistor (coordinators), Istorii ale regimului comunist din Romdnia [History of the communist regime in Romania],
Tasi, “Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University of Iasi Publishing House, 2020, p. 53-68. The research has been funded by the
University of Oradea, within the Grants Competition “Scientific Research of Excellence Related to Priority Areas with
Capitalization through Technology Transfer: INO - TRANSFER - UO’, Project No. 314/21.12.2021.

" Tarii Crigurilor Museum Oradea - Museum Complex; e-mail: cristian.culiciu@yahoo.com
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the case of Romania, where after 1947* there was an increase in the migration from villages
and communes to cities, the solution also was the neighborhood of apartment buildings.

At national level, between 1948 and 1989 there are several stages of urban
systematization, development and reconstruction of cities. The process was complex and
chained, everything being done centrally and exclusively by the state, which controlled both
the design institutes and the production of construction materials and construction trusts
(companies). At the same time, many individuals had the opportunity to build their own
homes with their own money or with the help of a loan. From the first stage of the
“experiments” made around 1950, when few houses were built, in the 1960s new Western
inspired neighborhoods with apartment buildings were erected, but the legislative changes
after 1972 created the premise of the total reconstruction of existing neighborhoods (those
made up by houses) and even almost entire cities. If the 1960s were characterized by a certain
lightness in the appearance of the blocks of flats, in the 1980s new buildings were raised
between existing ones, because the cities could not expand over the agricultural land, thus the
population density increasing and the quality of housing decreasing’.

Reshaping the city

The realities in Oradea corresponded to the national ones. In 1948, the city had 83,991
inhabitants, of which 68,6% Hungarians and 28,44% Romanians*, it was well industrialized, and
residential neighborhoods were made up of houses and had no public utilities and very few
modern roads. Public transport was also scanty.

Until the appearance of Law no. 58/1974 on the systematization of localities®, several
industrial and residential complexes were built in the city, as well as headquarters of public
institutions, especially on vacant land or in need of just a little clearance. As examples we
mention the first stages of the West Zone District (today Rogerius neighborhood), built on
agricultural land, the ensemble in front of the main train station (Bucharest Quarter), built on
the site of courtyards and small buildings, as well as the August 23 District (near the current
December 1 Park), on a vacant lot, partly a market. These ensembles were not enough to meet
housing needs, given the rapid industrialization of the city in the 1960s and the accelerated
population growth.

The Systematization Law tried to standardize the appearance of cities, especially by
replacing the built fund. At that time, a systematization sketch of Oradea and Felix Spa was in

> On December 30, 1947, the King of Romania, Mihai I, was forced to abdicate and to leave the country. On the same
day, the People’s Republic of Romania was proclaimed.

* Cristian Culiciu, ,Romanian cities and socialist urbanism. Consequences on the aspect of the cities and on everyday
life”, in From post-industrial to an information society. Selected aspects, edited by Witold Jedynak, Jarostaw Kinal,
Rzeszéw, Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Rzeszowskiego, 2015, p. 33-45; Idem, ,Legislatia locativa a Roméniei de la
reconstructie la demoléri’, in Buletinul Cercurilor Stiintifice Studentesti, archaeology-history-museology, vol. 22, Cluj-
Napoca, Mega Publishing House, 2016, p. 191-207.

* Mihai D. Drecin, ,,Consideratii asupra evolutiei demografice a orasului Oradea pe baza recensdmintelor oficiale (1880-
2011)” [Considerations on the demographic evolution of the city of Oradea based on the official censuses (1880-2011)],
in In honorem prof. univ. dr. Ioan Lumperdean la implinirea vdrstei de 60 de ani, coord. Dana Bako, losif Marin Balog,
Rudolf Graf, Razvan V. Mustata, Cluj-Napoca, Romanian Academy, Center for Transylvanian Studies, 2015, p. 520.

* Legea nr. 58/1974 privind sistematizarea teritoriului si localitdtilor urbane si rurale [Law no. 58/1974 on the
systematization of urban and rural territory and localities], Council of State, Official Gazette and Legislative
Publications Service, 1975.



The systematization of Oradea: discussions and debates, plans and achievements (1972-1989)

use, made in 1970 by the Institute for Studies and Projects for Systematization, Architecture and
Typification from Bucharest®. The buildable perimeter of the municipality of Oradea, as well as
of the towns and villages from Bihor County, were approved by the County People’s Council by
Decision no. 235/1973, the average density of the population of Oradea being 40.5 inhabitants
per hectare. Subsequently, in 1975, the buildable perimeter of Oradea was revised downwards,
from 2787.46 ha in 1973 to 2760.9 ha’. A year later, in 1976, the systematization sketch made by
the Bihor County Design Institute was presented, after which the general model of Oradea was
made, used in the presentations in Bucharest®.

The most important discussions related to systematization, on which we will focus our
attention, took place during the plenary sessions and meetings of the Bihor County Committee
of the Romanian Communist Party (R.C.P.) and in the municipal one, with the participation of
local decision makers, representatives of the County Design Institute (C.D.L.), of the County
Communal and Housing Management Enterprise (C.C.H.M.E.) and of the directors of trusts
and construction enterprises. Discussions were carried out within each entity. Key institutions
in the process were the Bihor County People’s Council and the Oradea Municipal People’s
Council. The minutes of the Committee meetings, held in the funds of the Bihor branch of the
National Archives, show that the debates were punctual on various issues, there were always
problems and deficiencies, sometimes reaching intense discussions and even resignation
requests for not achieving the economic plan or for other motives’.

Oradea’s development prospects were designed for more than a five-year period, with
proposals being implemented in the early 1970s until 1980, and in the early 1980s for the next
decade.

For example, in 1973 a population growth projection was promoted, with a target of about
180,000 inhabitants and the construction of 24,000 new homes. Architects, urban planners and
local political leaders raised the issue of arranging the triage in Velenta neighborhood, as well as
the better organizing of public transport by tram (then the tram line was extended to Iosia
neighborhood"), with the possibility of extending it to Felix Spa and May 1 Spa. At the same
time, it was proposed that a city bypass should be built’.

The extension of the tram line to Felix was part of the plan to transform Sanmartin (the
suburban commune that includes the two Spas) into a city, due to the desire of the local
authorities to accelerate their development. The commune would have been urbanized by
demolishing most of the houses and replacing them with apartment buildings. Felix and May 1
Spas would have developed complementary, by creating new accommodation and treatment
spaces, a campsite, an Olympic-sized sports base with a heliport, but also an ethnographic
museum. The decree in this sense was not signed by the head of the state, Nicolae Ceausescu, for

¢ Gabriel Moisa, ,,Industrializarea in Oradea 1945-1990. Studiu de caz” [Industrialization in Oradea 1945-1990. Case
study], in Maria Muresan (coord.), Procesul de integrare a Romdniei in economia europeand. Dimensiuni istorice si
contemporane [The process of Romanian integration in the European economy. Historical and contemporary
dimensions], Bucharest, A.S.E. Publishing House, 2008, p. 383.

7 Archives of the Bihor County Council (from here on A.B.C.C.), file Minutes of the Executive Committee meetings,
Nov. 20 - Dec. 31, 1975, sheets 469, 471.

¥ Gabriel Moisa, op. cit., p. 384.

® The production or works plan included the quantitative and value targets that the company had to reach after a
predetermined time (one month, one quarter of a year, one year, one five-year period).

' Crisana, year XXIV, no. 298, December 16, 1971, p. 3.

" Familia, series V, year 9 (109), no. 8 (96), August 1973, p. 5.
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unknown reasons, so all other intentions fell through'?. However, the project was updated by the
architect Szabé Arnold in 1976, and in 1983 the first secretary of Bihor", Petre Blajovici, tried to
de facto annex the commune to Oradea, also without success'.

A series of discussions took place on the organization of industrial areas. After
considerable industrial investments in the 1960s, especially on the platform near the West Zone
District, in 1972, in the context of reducing investment spendings, some of them were considered
oversized and inefficient, with many delays in reaching their projected parameters. An example
was the new coal power plant and the Prefabricated materials Factory', the industrial platform
in the West Zone District occupying an agricultural land considered “among the best” in town.

522

AiAAR
b
- -

....._
byt

The coal power plant in the end of the 1960s
(File de monografie bihoreand [Files of Bihor's monograph], 1969)

According to the law, the factories could be built only on industrial platforms, in monobloc
halls, the merging of warehouses, laboratories, canteens and dispensaries being mandatory. The
cities had to have a single industrial platform, and the buildings were concentrated so that the
agricultural land was occupied as little as possible. The industrial platforms had inner roads and
were connected to the rest of the city by a single main road'®. Oradea had several industrial areas,
as well as businesses scattered throughout the city, which created traffic imbalances and
environmental problems.

"2 National Archives — Bihor County Service (from here on N.A. - B.C.S.), Bihor County Committee of the R.C.P. fund,
file 11/1973, sheets 81, 96-99.

1 The first secretary was the political leader of the county, a representative of the R.C.P. and the Council of Ministers
in the territory, similar to a prefect.

" Adrian Cris, ,,Orasul Felix” [Felix City], in Bihoreanul, no. 803, May 30 - June 5, 2016, p. 5.

“N.A. - B.C.S., Bihor County Committee of the R.C.P. fund, file 9/1972, sheet 128.

' Decret nr. 70 din 4 iunie 1975 privind unele mdsuri referitoare la organizarea si sistematizarea platformelor industriale,
precum sila proiectarea si realizarea obiectivelor de investitii [Decree no. 70 of June 4, 1975 on some measures regarding
the organization and systematization of industrial platforms, as well as the design and implementation of investments
objectives], accessible at http://legislatie.just.ro/Public/DetaliiDocument/28167, accessed on March 23, 2022.
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A somewhat delicate situation arose in the case of the Metalica cooking machine factory,
located on the banks of the Crisul Repede River, in an area of houses. By a 1971 Decision, the
unit received approval to build a chemical workshop. The Decision was withdrawn on the
grounds that the systematization plan contained apartment buildings in the area, and that the
company benefited from more land than it was legally entitled to obtain. The main problem was
chemical and noise pollution. The factory “actually makes noise, there are complaints and it may
be harmful and it should not be located there, between homes (...) Their extension would mean
sacrificing other homes planned in the area”, local authorities said. These issues were considered
unacceptable by local representatives and those of the R.C.P.", so the extension was no longer
built. A similar problem of harmfulness was related to the operation of the Miorita textile factory,
also located in a neighborhood of houses. A much bigger generator of discomfort (visual,
olfactory and audible) was the Infritirea — Sinteza industrial platform, located between Decebal
and losia neighborhoods, and on the bank of the Crisul Repede River, the Peco deposit (car fuel)
in Clujului Avenue caused several river pollutions.

The old Sinteza factory in losia neighborhood
(Realizdri din Regiunea Crisana [Accomplishments from Crisana Region], 1964)

Thus, the local officials discussed the possibility of relocating 28 departments of some
enterprises (or entire enterprises) with harmful activities, from inside the city on the industrial
platform located on Borsului Road'®. Although the intention was good, no such relocation took
place in the 1970s and 1980s.

Also due to industrial activities, in the city there were 98 hectares of land used as landfill -
slag, garbage and for various chemical waste. Being major factors of pollution and environmental
degradation, in the mid-1970s the problem of covering 51 hectares with a layer of topsoil was
raised, in order to give them back into the agricultural circuit'®. The idea did not materialize, but
the residual ash of the local power plant was used experimentally in the preparation of the
concrete used in the construction of apartment buildings.

Y N.A. - B.C.S,, Bihor County Committee of the R.C.P. fund, file 12/1973, sheet 21.
'8 Crisana, year XXVI, no. 24, January 30, 1971, p. 2.
Y N.A. - B.C.S., Bihor County Committee of the R.C.P. fund, file 8/1975, sheet 202.
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Most of the discussions focused on residential areas, on the reorganization of
neighborhoods, their demolition and reconstruction with apartment buildings and public
services, their aesthetics and functionality, in the context in which they were built of relatively
good houses, some new buy without utilities, but most of them being in poor condition.

After the expansion of the city was blocked by law, the possibility of building a
neighborhood of houses on the hills of Oradea was discussed. The increase of the city area was
criticized by the secretary of the Bihor County Committee of the R.C.P., Emil Cotoi, during a
Bureau meeting in 1975: “Isn’t the indication to build houses with 2-3 floors valid in Oradea? In
a few years, we will be criticized by our descendants for occupying that land and for not following
the instructions, for not properly capitalizing this natural value™.

In order to reduce the built perimeter of the city and increase the agricultural area, the
relocation of 650 homes was proposed®!, number that later rose to 1121. After the inventory
made on January 1, 1976, 222 households were scheduled for relocation between 1976-1981,
respectively 102 in the period 1981-1985%. In 1986 the number of households required for
relocation was 865%. In 1988, 60 households were relocated, and another 16 in 1989*.

Also, in order to reduce the build-up area, those interested in erecting houses (personal
property) were obliged to build them with one or two floors, especially near the main streets,
even in association with other families. According to a Decision of the County People’s Council,
a beneficiary could not receive more than 300 sqm of land for this purpose, and the buildings
had to be done by projects adapted to existing models, to be erected especially with local
materials, and their footprint should not exceed 100 sqm®. Overlays and horizontal extensions
were not permitted, except for outbuildings. All lands intended for constructions exceeding the
allotted area were leased to the Bihor County Communal and Housing Management Enterprise
for investments.

Most of the issues discussed were related to areas with blocks of flats. They were built
according to standard typologies extended at national level, including standardized and unique
buildings, these ones designed by the county design institute. Standardization meant the
occurrence of repetitiveness of buildings. It was a situation that displeased the county authorities,
who considered it necessary “to offer an appropriate architectural and systematizing aspect to
the city, and not to turn the city into a dormitory”*. “I don’t agree that hundreds of blocks of
flats should have the same facade™, “I don’t agree that we should make all the buildings of the
same type so that one can confuse them when returning home, because they all are the same”*®
said the first secretary of Bihor, Petre Blajovici.

» Ibidem.

*! Ibidem, sheet 206v.

> The Archive of the Oradea City Hall (from here on A.O.C.H.), the Municipality of Oradea People’s Council - the
Executive Committee fund, file 2/1981, vol. 9, sheet 11.

# Ibidem, file 3/1986, vol. 9, sheet 31.

* Ibidem, file 2/1989, vol. 6, unnumbered sheet.

» A.B.C.C,, the Architecture, Systematization, Technic and Investments fund, file Decisions and dispositions: 301-556,
1976, sheets 355, 357-358v.

*N.A. - B.C.S., Bihor County Committee of the R.C.P. fund, file 9/1972, sheet 129.

7 Ibidem, file 13/1973, sheet 16.

8 Ibidem, file 9/1974, sheet 100.
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In the 1960s, the West Zone District was built up with rows of identical buildings

The annual investment plan was almost never realized, so in the R.C.P. county meetings there
were sometimes tough discussions between the directors of the trusts® and local political
representatives. The next first secretary of Bihor, Gheorghe Blaj, stated that “I realize that propaganda
and discussions do not solve problems, I realize that we cannot believe that we are doing well with
investments. We must act to enforce the law, and the investment plan is the law! (...) It is not about
architectural fantasy, but about fantasy in the work of leading and solving problems. (...) We all say
that we have to complete the plan for this year’s first quarter — with little exceptions. But we expect
certainties and not just the statement that we must [do these things — a.n.]™.

In Bihor County, the average annual housing plan increased from 2,000 to 4,000 units by
the end of the 1970s (5,200 units for 1978%'). Most were in Oradea, where about 2,000 apartments
were usually delivered annually. In 1979 the 35" anniversary of the change of power on August
23, 1944 were marked, being also the year of the 12" Congress of the R.C.P., so that 1,000
apartments from the 1980 plan were moved to the 1979 plan. Because of that, but also due to the
delay in finishing 800 apartments from the 1978 plan, the housing plan has increased to 7,000 in
the entire county, compared to 4,449, according to the initial plan*’. As expected, such a plan
was not completed until the end of the year.

One of the main issues was that the constructors were working simultaneously in several
neighborhoods, which caused additional inconvenience and hindered the activity of the
construction trusts, who had to move machinery and labor from one site to another. The works
were not synchronized with the expropriation and demolition of houses, so that some streets
could not be “attacked” due to a single unfinished building, and sometimes the sites remained
vacant for a long time until construction began, collecting garbage and weed.

* The industrial buildings were built by the Industrial Constructions Trust, and the residential, social-cultural,
sanitary, administrative and educational buildings were built by the Oradea Local Construction Trust, which became
the Bihor County General Construction-Assembly Trust.

*N.A. - B.C.S., Bihor County Committee of the R.C.P. fund, file 5/1978, sheets 122-132.

! Crisana, year XXXII, no. 254, October 27, 1977, p. 1.

2 A.O.C.H., People’s Council of the Municipality of Oradea - Executive Committee fund, file 2/1978, vol. 4, sheet 14.
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There was another kind of “challenge”, namely that local authorities were obliged by
national ones to reduce construction investment costs by 20-30% and the cost of site
organization from 3% to 0.5% of the total price of the investment®. Inevitably, the quality of the
works has decreased, and the construction material crisis, which the trusts have been facing since
the 1960s, has worsened.

In 1983, Costache Negruzzi Street was demolished to give way for new apartment buildings
(photo by Darabont J6zsef)

This created a chaotic situation, which displeased the officials of the Municipal
People’s Council, pointing out that the city is being “excavated as desired (...) The whole
city is in a state of weeping. Therefore, if we start a project let’s finish it, let’s make sure that
the project is completed”. Major street repairs were hampered by insufficient supplies of
materials and fuel*.

Another aspect to be solved was the systematization of some entrances in the city, of some
boulevards and neighborhood centers. On the occasion of Nicolae Ceausescu’s working visit in
1979, several observations were made at the county level, especially on the need to remodel and
rebuild the proximity of Aradului Road, up to the Infritirea Enterprise®. “We want to beautify
the city, to make it more modern and younger (...) as recommended by the party’s general
secretary, comrade Nicolae Ceausescu”, the presentation concluded®. Aradului Road was
systematized along its entire length from 1983 to 1989, the project not being completed due to
the fall of the regime.

The demands and claims were always growing. However, in the 1980s, costs hat to be
reduced even further, and construction materials were getting harder and harder to receive

*N.A. - B.CS,, Bihor County Committee of the R.C.P. fund, file 9/1972, sheets 129, 153.

** A.O.C.H,, People’s Council of the Municipality of Oradea — Executive Committee fund, file 3/1978, vol. 19, sheets 3-4.
*N.A. - B.C.S., Bihor County Committee of the R.C.P. fund, file 7/1979, sheet 112.

% Crisana, year XXXV, no. 10378, July 16, 1980, p. 1.
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on construction sites. There was also a shortage in labor, as well as a lack of tools and utensils
for small mechanization. In 1980, the entities involved in systematization revised the
systematization sketch of Oradea, with the following objectives: maintaining the new
constructions within the limits of the buildable perimeter, a more precise delimitation of the
central area and of some destined for small industry. The social importance of the
systematization of the cities from Bihor was related to “meeting the needs of working
people”; as for the blocks of flats, it was expected that their level of comfort would increase
by growing the usable area, by improving the endowments and by the diversification of the

facades, “by applying decorations inspired by the folkloric motifs of our country on a large
»37

scale

The newly rebuilt Aradului Road, after entering the city (1986) (photo by G.CA.T.)

Neighborhoods finished around 1980 were among the first to replace old housing areas,
like Nufarul I, the first stage of Aradului Road, the area between March 6 Road (today Dacia
Boulevard) and Proletarilor Road (today Stefan cel Mare Boulevard). The beneficiaries moved
quickly from their old houses to new apartments, receiving a very short deadline (usually days,
maybe weeks) for evacuation. The main roads were completed roughly at the same time with the
blocks of flats, but the secondary ones were unfinished. Many commercial spaces were also
undone, public parking was lacking, and medical dispensaries were missing in the North-Iosia
neighborhood for many years. The quality of the apartments varied from good to mediocre, but
a significant part of those expropriated from their houses found an improved quality of housing
mainly because of the existence of utilities and public services. The local decision-makers knew
the situation, but their solutioning was difficult.

%7 Crisana, year XXXVI, no. 10.461, October 21, 1980, p. 3.

» 2022
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In 1980, the place of old houses was gradually taken by new blocks of flats
(photo by Darabont Jézsef)

The area of Ostasilor (now Corneliu Coposu) Street, in 1975 and two years later
(Nistor Ciordas, Bihorean in valtoarea timpului[A man from Bihor in the whirlwind of time], Oradea,
Primus Publishing House, 2010, vol. lll)

In addition to the ensembles of blocks of flats, in Oradea in 1982-1984, the Decebal
bridge was constructed and streets like Borsului and Lapusului were enlarged to four lanes, a
connection from Clujului Road to National Road 76, next to the new (second) power plant and
a new tram line on Decebal Street were also made, as well as several waterpipe works. At the
same time, the 700-bed County Hospital®, to be inaugurated on August 23, 1984, was under
construction.

The remodeling of the city was progressing slowly, but the local authorities were thinking
about the coming years. The works for the elaboration of a new systematization sketch of the
city, valid for the period 1986-1990 and including the development perspectives until the year
2000, were completed during 1986%. The total surface of Oradea was set at 2597.8 ha (reduced

*® A.O.C.H., People’s Council of the Municipality of Oradea - Executive Committee fund, file 2/1982, vol. 2, sheets
14-19.
% Ibidem, file 4/1986, vol. 10, unnumbered sheet.
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from 2826 ha), with subzones: housing - 436 ha, political-administrative facilities - 6.9 ha, socio-
cultural facilities — 121.8 ha, sanitary facilities - 51.7 ha, green areas — 390 ha, roads - 288.8 ha,
crops — 5.5 ha. The perimeter of the historic center was set at an area of 153.8 ha. The population
density was to increase by further reducing the buildable perimeter and increasing the height of
new buildings, utilities networks being organized in such a way as to take up as little space as
possible. At the same time, leaving the area adjacent to Clujului Road, from Electrometal to the
margin of the city and the Episcopia-Bihor neighborhood*’ outside the building perimeter was
discussed. Such a proposal was also made for the streets of the hills. Thus, by relocating 5,180
households, about 255 hectares of land would have reverted to agricultural purposes. The
intention did not materialize.

The increasing importance given to systematization meant supplementing the
competencies of the Architecture, Systematization, Control and Discipline in Constructions
Sector within the Municipal People’s Council, which verified all the construction works in the
city and the observance of the projects. At the same time, as the construction of large
prefabricated panel blocks of flats generalized, the Construction Materials Factory received
additional funding for the development of its production lines. It was producing all the
components needed for a prefabricated apartment building, from walls to stairs and fully
equipped bathrooms, which were transported to the construction site and assembled.

Prefabricated panels for apartment blocks, in the factory and on site (Crisana, 1985, 1987)

Regarding demolitions, the Municipal People’s Council was in favor of demolishing all the
constructions in an area affected by a systematization project at the same time, in order not to
return there later: “in some cases some buildings are demolished, and others remain. Let’s see
the main roads, let’s be careful and if it’s necessary we will go to court”, was the message of the
mayor Alecu Paraschiv in this sense*'. But due to the haste with which the sites had to be vacated,
the County People’s Council encountered difficulties in allocating sufficient housing for
displaced people. The construction trust and the Bihor County Communal and Housing
Management Enterprise were working together by a schedule of demolition-relocation-
allocation of new housing, but there were situations in which the locations were not completely
vacated, mainly due to the opposition of the locals. The Municipal People’s Council appreciated,
however, that “in many cases, the mess is created by the comrades from the C.C.H.M.E., who

* There were some intentions of systematizing the Episcopia-Bihor neighborhood. See: Crisana, year XXXVI, no.
10714, August 15, 1981, p. 2.
*' A.O.C.H,, People’s Council of the Municipality of Oradea - Executive Committee fund, file 2/1982, vol. 16, sheets 6-7.
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don’t discuss with the citizens and the old construction materials are being sold, heading where
they don’t belong and not reaching their deposits as indicated”*.

According to a report presented to the local executive in 1986, the development of Oradea
was quite balanced, and the systematization details drawn up in the 1980s included all the
necessary neighborhood facilities, from schools, kindergartens and nurseries to medical
dispensaries, commercial and service spaces. A disadvantage of the systematization of the city
was the concomitant work in several areas at the same time, some buildings not being completed
in time. The “neglecting” of some insalubrious areas and the systematization of others with a
relatively new housing stock was also criticized in the report, along with the lack of a local
“specific” architecture. The blame for the lack of finishing works or their poor execution was
passed on to the prefabricated materials factory. This “superficiality” could have been also found
on construction sites, in their organization and in the quality of execution®.

In the opinion of the M.P.C., systematization had to be directed to the areas furnished with
30-40 years old houses, such as Iosia, the edges of Leontin Séldjan street (today Aradului Road),
the Velenta neighborhood and the proximity of Clujului Road*. The allocation of housing was
done according to a methodology and 30 days before finishing the new flats*.

The ultimate goal was to create neighborhoods of blocks of flats and social-cultural
facilities as large as possible. The large apartment neighborhoods were built on the outskirts of
the city, smaller ensembles in its interior and so called “seals” in the city center. “Seals” were
small buildings, with stores, apartments, even industrial spaces built between two existing
constructions. Following Nicolae Ceausescu’s working visit in Bihor in June 10-11, 1987, the
authorities decided to take new measures to “improve” the activity of systematization. Among
them, the rethinking of some entrances to the city and finishing the reconstruction of the
boulevards, the realization of new projects of buildings of large prefabricated panels with four
and eight floors and with a “higher degree of comfort and a more pleasant architecture”.

_—

In June 1987, during their visit in Oradea, the Ceausescus rode on the new March 6 Street (left -
photo by Nicolae Mesesan) (nowadays Dacia Boulevard) and Decebal Boulevard (right) (still from a
video, the National Movie Archive)

“N.A. - B.C.S,, Bihor County Committee of the R.C.P. fund, file 15/1986, sheet 9v.; A.O.C.H., People’s Council of the
Municipality of Oradea - Executive Committee fund, file 3/1986, vol. 17, unnumbered sheet.

# Ibidem, file 2/1987, vol. 3, unnumbered sheet.

“ Ibidem.

> Ibidem, file 4/1987, vol. 11, unnumbered sheet.
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In the time, first secretary of Bihor was Andrei Sorcoiu. Like his predecessors, he was often
dissatisfied with the rhythm and the way construction was undergoing in the city. During a
meeting of the Municipal Committee of the R.C.P. in 1987 he said: “There are many
neighborhoods where we have built, but they are not completed. A significant number of corner
buildings are unfinished. Also, in some areas, the commercial spaces are unfinished. From this
point of view, let it be clear to everyone that [the blocks of flats — a.n.] cannot be put into
operation just partly, on slices. Once the neighborhood is started, it must be finished with
everything it needs™*. The county leaders of the party were considering that the monotony of
the neighborhoods was one of the biggest problems, although it was the natural consequence of
typification and reduction of costs that the authorities demanded.

The visual inconveniences of the facades of the blocks also appeared due to their
occupants, who were closing balconies and loggias*’, mounting exterior shutters on windows
and were covering balconies located on the top floors with “various materials, some of them
stolen from construction sites”. Those who made such improvisations were sanctioned, but the
authorities could hardly prove that the materials were really stolen.

In this sense, Traian Bonta, the director of the Construction Trust, pointed out to the
county party leadership that “we want to proceed without delay (...) for eliminating the
monotony in the neighborhoods we build, to make more neat and durable fagades, and on the
penetration roads to pay extra attention to exterior finishes. (...) The proportion [of blocks of
flats made of large panels — a.n.] to the other structures will have to be established in correlation
with the technical and efficiency indicators given by the plan”. Among the solutions proposed
were tile roofs, iron and glass structures on the balconies®, the promotion of a “new modern
architecture, with specific Romanian elements, representative for our time”. However, the
construction of buildings of large panels, that generate monotony, would continue in the next
period for more than obvious reasons - increasing the pace of work and fulfilling the economic
plan. In this regard, the Trust had started its own production of prefabricated panels and finished
bathrooms, in addition to those provided by the Construction Materials Factory*. At the end of
1987, the Design Institute came to the aid of the works, by finalizing and updating the
systematization details for the main roads and the central areas, also preparing documentation
until the proper execution phase. The systematization proposals went until the perspective of the
year 2000, among the objectives being the further reduction of the buildable perimeter, the
estimated population of Oradea being able to go up to 250,000 inhabitants™.

For the period 1988-1990, the systematization plans meant the completion of some
ensembles on Tudor Vladimirescu, Dimitrie Cantemir, Stefan cel Mare streets, in Ion Creangd
Square, in the civic center and on Clujului Road. The pace at which the sites were being vacated
was difficult®, so the C.C.H.M.E. needed the help of the beneficiary companies. Also in 1989-
1990, the Maternity with 250 beds was built on Clujului Road.

*“N.A. - B.C.S., Bihor County Committee of the R.C.P. fund, file 1/1987, sheet 105.

¥ Crisana, year XXXVII, no. 11039, September 3, 1982, p. 3.

* Ibidem, year XLII, no. 12677, December 20, 1987, p. 3.

¥ Ibidem, no. 12522, June 23, 1987, p. 1.

**N.A. - B.C.S., Bihor County Committee of the R.C.P. fund, file 2/1987, unnumbered sheets.
*! Crisana, year XLII, no. 12629, October 25, 1987, p. 3.
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The “political-administrative” of “civic” center, as it looked like in 1989 (left) — the project,
presented in 1979 (right), was never finished (left photo by C.G.CAT.)

In the last years of the communist regime, 1988-1989, the first secretary of Bihor, Andrei
Sorcoiu, continued to address criticisms to those responsible for systematization, in each
meeting of the county and municipal party office. He told those present that “every day I hear
on the radio that in other counties many apartments have been put into use this year and we
have not done any. That is why it is necessary to combine the forces of the constructers with
those of the beneficiaries and to get more apartments this year. (...) Regarding the Construction
Trust, a lot of disorder was found here regarding the organization of the work points in the city.
There is a mess on the construction sites” > In January 1989, Sorcoiu stated that “we have a series
of beautiful works, but we also have shortcomings. (...) There are still a lot of traffic arteries that
are not clogged properly. In the future, we will have to be careful, to finish one area and then
start another, to have some organized works and beautiful neighborhoods. (...) The walls are
unfinished, the accesses are not made, the finishes are inadequate. (...) We would also like to
establish the contribution of the units that have finishing tasks, to receive more apartments for
the work performed, in order to stimulate their work™.

The difficult pace of building new blocks was explained by the director of the Construction
Trust, Traian Bonta, to Andrei Sorcoiu by the fact that the Trust calculated its production in
number of apartments, while the supplier of large prefabricated panels, the Construction
Materials Factory, was calculating it in cubic meters, so the two entities could not “get along”.
The reinforced steel was also supplied in insufficient quantities, and an intervention at the
Ministry of Construction Materials was requested in this sense. Sorcoiu wanted as many new
buildings as possible to be finished by National Day (August 23), and he offered the example of
a block of flats intended for the Clothing Enterprise. Originally scheduled to be completed in
November, the first secretary demanded that the work should be hurried: “no chance by
November. In the honor of August 23, you let us know that you are done, and we will go to see
it”. At the same time, he wanted prolonged shifts on construction sites, or even continuous work,
and the beneficiary companies to increase their contribution in the finishing works of the
apartments®. The Construction Trust had other supply issues. Assorted elements (parts of

*N.A. - B.C.S., Oradea Municipal Committee of the R.C.P. fund, file 1/1988, sheet 16.
> Ibidem, file 2/1989, sheet 22.
*N.A. - B.C.S., Bihor County Municipal Committee of the R.C.P. fund, file 7/1989, unnumbered sheet.
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buildings) were missing for several blocks, so they could not be put into use, and during 1989 no
distributions were received for main materials, such as cement, steel, bitumen, polystyrene,
bathtubs, plastic carpets, mineral wool and carbide; at the same time, hundreds of apartments
were connected to electricity on temporary solutions, the definitive one requiring the supply of
electrical cables™.

At the Municipal Party Organization Conference on October 23, 1989, discussions on
housing were further expanded. Andrei Sorcoiu demanded that the economic plan for new
apartments to be exceeded: “How many apartments were overturned in 1989, comrade Bonta?;
The Trust’s effort is greater than the commitment and we will finish 300 apartments over plan;
It’s not enough, comrade Bonta, you will have to think more about this issue”. The 300 additional
apartments were projected in the Dragos Vodi area®. Following the dialogue with the director
of the Trust, Sorcoiu said: “I emphasize that we are not satisfied with what we have done
regarding the construction on new homes. We consider ourselves overwhelmed by the plan, but
we are seriously behind the schedule. (...) I ask all my comrades to have a broader mindset with
this task, to finish homes over plan™’.

Shortly before the 14™ Congress of the R.C.P. (November 20-24, 1989), data from the local
press indicated that 32 billion lei had been invested in Oradea since 1965, both in increasing the
city’s industrial capacity and in building housing and other social functions. The total number
of apartments put into use in the municipality during this period would have been 52,000, of
which about 20,000 between 1980 and 1989>%. The data reflect the reality because, by counting
the buildings and apartments, we found that the total number of apartments and studios built in
the city between 1956-1989 is 56,839%°.

In 1990-1995, 14,525 apartments were to be built in Oradea, in Cantemir and Velenta
neighborhoods, in the proximity of Clujului Road and in the civic center, as well as on Decebal
Boulevard and in Ion Creangd Square. For some of them, all documentation was prepared in
1988-1989, but the expropriation decrees were not initiated. The systematization of Oradea
should have been completed, in general terms, until 1995, when the population was forecast at
about 230,000 inhabitants®. Other investments, forecasted in the economic and social
development program of Oradea 1991-1995, referred to the partial modernization of some
enterprises and factories, the construction of a new outlet for water supply (1991), the relocation
and doubling of the tram line on Progresului Street (now The holy apostle Andrei) on Aluminei
Street (1991), the extension of the tram lines by 5.8 km on the Stefan cel Mare — Podului streets
(1992), the construction of a new infectious disease hospital with 250 beds (1993), of 136
classrooms and 11 gyms (1991-1995), 600 places in kindergartens (1993-1994), the construction
of the administrative palace near the Citadel (1994) and an artificial ice rink (1995). All these
projects were abandoned after the fall of communism, but some of them were reactivated after
many years, in a similar or different way.

> Ibidem.

*N.A. - B.C.S., Oradea Municipal Committee of the R.C.P. fund, file 2/1989, sheet 338.

% Ibidem, file 1/1989, sheet 68.

% Crisana, XLV, no. 13258, November 4, 1989, p. 1.

% Cristian Culiciu, Urbanismul in era ,,de stat”. Sistematizarea Oradiei in comunism [Urbanism in the “state era”. The
systematization of Oradea in communism], Oradea, Térii Crisurilor Publishing House, 2020, p. 285-290.

% A.0.C.H., People’s Council of the Municipality of Oradea - Executive Committee fund, file 2/1989, vol. 8, unnumbered
sheet; N.A. - B.C.S., Oradea Municipal Committee of the R.C.P. fund, file 1/1989, sheet 161.
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The systematization of Oradea changed the demographic structure of the city. If in the
1950s the city was approaching and exceeding one hundred thousand inhabitants, mostly
Hungarians, with a Jewish component still relatively relevant (3,6%), in the 70s and 80s the
population doubled, becoming the majority being Romanian, especially through immigration
and positive natural growth. According to the statistics, visible in the chart below, the Hungarian
ethnic component remained relatively stable, the general population increasing rather by the
growth of the number of Romanian ethnics®.
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M population of Oradea B Romanians Hungarians

After the fall of the communist regime in December 1989, the systematization of Oradea
remained unfinished, and the projects already prepared were scraped. Despite all the problems
and shortcomings specific to the 70s and 80s, the city was urbanized in a true manner, the
genuine appearance of a city taking the place of a rather rural one, defending utilities, paved
roads, boulevards with public transport. At the same time, according to the expropriation lists,
more than 2,200 buildings were demolished to make way for the new neighborhoods. Many
dilapidated buildings, courtyards, gardens, but also some good, solid buildings, some for small
production, others of worship, most of them used as dwellings have disappeared.

¢! Mihai D. Drecin, op. cit., p. 520-521.
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Documentary attachments C\]

Annex 1: the systematization sketch of Oradea (1970) - includes the main roads and their ( \]
organization proposals, functional zoning, with the highlighting of industrial areas and residential O
neighborhoods

Proposals on the systematization of the area near the Fortress and of Clujului Road (beginning of the
1970s) (architect Viorica Zarnescu’s personal archive)
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Annex 2: Note on the territorial systematization of Bihor County for the perspective of the year
2000 (translated from Romanian)

The Romanian Communist Party
Bihor County Committee

The territorial systematization of Bihor County

In September 27 current year, in the Executive Committee and in the session, there were
discussed and approved:

1: Based on the development of the network of localities, in a critical analysis stood the current
situation on:

a) economic functions

b) population

c) technical equipping

d) preliminary proposals of the dedicated commissions on economic and social-cultural development

e) other dedicated studies.

2: The proposals on systematization, according to the principles drawn in the party’s program,
come with preliminary data for the years 1980-1990 - and even for the year 2000.

3: The analysis of the level of economic and social development in the 1971-1975 stage, the
detachment of issues at territorial and locality level; the assessment of the tendencies manifested in the
evolution of the urbanization process, led to contouring the general directions of economic and social
development of the county in a larger perspective in specific areas like:

A. The area of the Western Plain with a predominant agricultural profile represents ca. half of

the county’s territory
Proposals:
- the continuous development of mechanized, high yield, agricultural production
- the extension of hydro-technical and hydro-ameliorative works and of irrigations
These works will lead to:

- the amplification of numerous localities’ economic functions, both in industrial
production, of processing agricultural products, and other industrial branches
- in this way, favorable premises for the development of some urban economic-social
centers in this area are being created
B. The Crisul Repede corridor represents the most industrially and technically equipped area in

the county
- it is favorable for the future development of industrial objectives
- it has important roads and railways that link to economical areas in the center of the country
C. The South-Eastern area, with mixed functions, industrial, touristic, forestry — disposes of

conditions for the superior capitalization of natural resources

D. The North-Eastern area characterized by the mining and manufacturing industry: deposits of
useful minerals, coal, oil, bauxite, construction materials, gas, thermal waters etc.

4: Throughout these areas, the following elements stood based on determining the structure of
urban and rural localities:

a) The foreseeable general directions of economic and social development of the county

b) The preliminary growth of the total and urban population of the county
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¢) The predictable changes and the social-professional structure of the working population: the
significant increase in the share of the working population in agriculture (estimated at 83% of the total
population in the year 2000, compared to ca. 50% nowadays)

d) Trends manifested in the previous period of the evolution of cities, regarding their social-
economic profile and the expansion of their dealings in the proximity, and the modifications that will
intervene in the development of the cities as a result of the 1976-1980 five years plan

5: Following these announced items, having into account our state’s policy of increasing the level
of daily life, stimulating birth rate, increasing investments in developing industry, the construction of
nurseries, dormitories, kindergartens — the estimated population of the county will rise from 630.000 in
1975 to 773.000 inhabitants in the year 2000

a) the urban population, according to the directives on increasing the level of urbanization, on
continuous reduction of the active population in agriculture, on the proposals on creating new social-
economic urban centers

- its share in the county’s population will increase to ca. 72% in the year 2000, from 36,4%
in the present
- the rural population will decrease from 65% to 28% in the year 2000
- the working population will increase to 53% of the county total in the year 2000, from 48%
in the present, representing, in absolute terms, ca. 410.000 active people
- for the year 2000 we estimate the following indicative structure:
- industry and construction - 49% of the working population
- agriculture and forestry - 17%
- services — 34%
- the increasing of urban population by 2,5 times in the year 2000, in absolute terms
340.000 inhabitants, involves a judicious distribution of localities in the territory, a balanced distribution
of economic units
b) the general localities network includes nowadays:
- 456 localities:
1 municipality
7 cities

- 3 suburban communes
- 48 rural communes

In perspective:

- a slower rate of population growth in the municipality of Oradea (from 157.000 to
220.000 in the year 2000)

- faster paces in the cities of Salonta, Petru Groza, Beius, Marghita

- the promotion of 8 rural localities to economic and social centers with an urban
character, with the role of serving the neighboring localities (Valea lui Mihai, Tinca, Sicueni, Suplacul de
Barcau, Tileagd, Popesti, Ceica, Salard)

- the promotion of Biile Felix as a city

- the development of 4 localities as economic and social centers with an urban character
without the role of serving neighboring localities

- the passing of 9 communes as suburban communes

- also, it is expected that some communes will pass to the administrative territory of their
nearby cities

- so,in theyear 2000, the number of urban localities in Bihor County will be 32, comparing
to 11 in the present (8 cities and 3 suburban)

Oradea, October 22, 1974

National Archives - Bihor County Service, Bihor County Committee of the R.C.P. fund, file 43/1974, sheets 19-22
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Annex 3: Report on the organization of the construction activity and the assimilation of construction
materials to reduce specific and energy consumption
(translated from Romanian)

The Romanian Communist Party
Bihor County committee
C.J.CM.AES.

Report

on the preoccupation of the party organizations and of the W.P.C. (Working People’s Council - a.n.) from
the Construction Materials Factory, the Local Construction Trust and the County Design Center, for the
assimilation and utilization of new types of prefabricated elements with low energy and metal
consumptions, and for the organization of work during winter without heating consumption.

Based on the tasks outlined by the bureau of the county party committee, between September 5-
15 this year, the county worker’s control council for the economic and social activity together with the
Investment Bank analyzed how the party organizations and the working people’s councils from the
C.M.F,, L.C.T.O. and C.P.C. worked for the assimilation and utilization of new types of prefabricated
elements with reduced energetic and metal consumptions and for the organizing of work during winter
without heat consumption.

The check shows that, by applying the indications and tasks of the superior management, the
party organizations and the working people’s councils from these units were permanently concerned with
assimilating new types of prefabricated elements with reduced energetic and metal consumptions. Some
execution projects from this year’s investment plan were revised, new solutions being introduced for
eliminating energy intensive materials that reduce the consumption of steel and electricity. Among the
main activities undertaken by the party organizations and the W.P.C. from the County Design Center,
which in the end led to cement savings of 364 tons, steel 139 tons, laminated products 77 tons, pipes and
tubes 195 tons, we enumerate:

- prefabricated elements for housing floors were revised and redesigned, using superior steel
and welded nets, obtaining a reduction in steel consumption by 1,3%

- all heavy partition walls were substituted by light stripes, the cement screeds were reduced,
obtaining the lightening of constructions

- the solution with exterior panels on the T770 type panel apartment buildings was changed,
by replacing the panel with three layers isolated with polystyrene and mineral felt with a type of panel
with two layers of A.A.C. (autoclaved aerated concrete blocks - a.n.) isolation

- the garbage shoots made of prefabricated concrete were replaced with shoots made of plastic

- the heavy concrete panels from the facades of the diaphragm buildings were replaced with
A.A.C. panels

The Local Construction Trust took a series of measures for replacing energy intensive materials
like cement, which is the material with the highest share in producing concrete, but also in manufacturing
prefabricated elements necessary in constructions.

The Trust orientated itself towards the complex and superior capitalization of industrial waste and
first of all of power plant ash, which in our city can be found in important quantities and for a reasonable
price, especially because of the short distance of transport of ca. 3 km from the source to the place the
material is used. Also, for reducing costs a mechanized installation for capturing ash from the power plant
and loading it in transport vehicles was built, also at the Oncea concrete station the SMMS no. 2 concrete
station was adapted for producing concrete with power plant ash and reduced quantities of cement.
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For producing concrete and bitumen from power plant ash, without cement, the L.C.T.O. signed
a contract with the Construction Institute from Bucharest, which will experiment and develop production
techniques, so in 1981-1982 the cement consumption will be significantly reduced.

For replacing energy intensive materials like polystyrene and A.A.C. used in producing isolating
elements for apartment buildings, the L.C.T.O., through its design studio, developed a project for making
isolating elements from light prefabricated concrete made from Racos slag and mechanofilter ash from
the Oradea power plant.

The designed isolating elements correspond in terms of strength as well as by thermal
conductivity and they are made on the old production lines that have an annual production capacity of
3600 cubic meters of prefabricated items that can be used to build 700 apartments in AN type buildings.

As a result of using these materials, slag and power plant ash, the following energy intensive
materials are saved annually:

- 260 tons of cement
- 190 cubic meters of expended polystyrene
- 1300 cubic meters of reinforced A.A.C.
and 209 tons of power plant ash, industrial waste found locally, are being capitalized.

The party organizations and the W.P.C. from the local Construction Trust will take steps to
generalize full use of producing fagade panels (exterior walls), of ash, slag and A.A.C. for all apartments
included in the plan for 1981, and for replacing waterproofing mineral wool and polystyrene, textile waste
and power plant ash should be used on a larger scale.

A preoccupation for creating prefabricated elements with low energy and metal consumptions
also exists at the Construction Materials Factory in Oradea, where under the direct coordination of the
party organizations, through measures laid down for this purpose, cement savings of 22 thousand tons
were recorded, concrete steel of 518 tons, and other materials. This was possible by redesigning some
reinforced concrete prefabricated elements on a more representative 12 m prestressed beam, the situation
looks as follows:

Unit Old element New element %

Weight kg/sqm 64 48 25
Reinforced steel kg/sqm 3,1 2,6 16
Cement kg/sqm 15 12 20
Cost lei/sqm 56 48 15

During the year 1980, by using superior steel, by reducing the weight of reinforced concrete and
prestressed concrete elements, an economy of 7 million lei was done.

In order to continue the assimilation and use of new types of prefabricated elements with reduced
energy and metal consumptions, in 1981 in the Construction Material Factory will be introduced into
production panels with 2 layers for exterior walls, by introducing integral thermal insulation, thus
obtaining cement savings of 986 tons, concrete steel 23 tons, heating 7,260 thousand kg c.c./sqm.

During the cold period, at the Local Construction Trust, the production at the prefabricated
elements polygons will continue without heating treatment, measures being taken for the thermal
protection of the prefabricated elements against frost so that the construction-mounting works in the first
and second quarter of 1981 should not be negatively influenced because of the lack of prefabricated
elements.

Oradea, September 12, 1980

National Archives - Bihor County Service, Bihor County Committee of the R.C.P. fund, file 6/1980, sheets
205-206 reverse
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Annex 4: Measures regarding the systematization of the localities in Bihor County included in the
program for implementing the recommendations made by the head of the state, Nicolae Ceausescu, in
1986-1987 (translated from Romanian)

PROGRAM

on the preoccupation of the county, municipal, city and communal peoples’ councils for transposing into
life the indications and tasks resulting from comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, first secretary of the party’s
speeches at the Plenary of the C.C. (Central Committee — a.n.) of the R.C.P. (Romanian Communist Party
- a.n.) from June 23-24, 1986, and on the occasion of the work visit in our county, in June 10-11, 1987, on
the systematization of localities.

B. IN THE FIELD OF SYSTEMATIZATION OF LOCALITIES

In order to finish, by 1990, the civic centers and the main arteries of penetration in Oradea and
the cities in the county by constructing housing and related facilities included in the approved
systematization details, the committees, respectively the executive offices of the county, municipal and
city peoples’ councils, the Architecture, Systematization, Technic and Investment Section, the Bihor
County Design Center, the Bihor County General Construction Assembly Trust and the Bihor County
Communal and Housing Management Enterprise will take the following actions:

1. The following systematization details will be updated and elaborated by the undermentioned
deadlines:

- updated systematization detail of the civic center on its new emplacement
Deadline — August 31, 1987

- systematization detail of Razboieni street II Deadline - September 10, 1987
- systematization detail of Cantemir street II Deadline — August 31, 1987
- systematization detail of Avram Iancu street Deadline - November 30, 1987

- updated systematization detail of Tudor Vladimirescu street — Decebal Bridge
Deadline - October 30, 1987

- updated civic center of Salonta Deadline - October 30, 1987
- updated civic center of Beius Deadline - October 30, 1987
- updated civic center of Alesd Deadline - August 31, 1987

Responsibilities: the Architecture, Systematization, Technic and Investment Section, the
Bihor County Design Center
2. the housing, including technical and municipal works, in the civic centers and the main arteries of
penetration will be executed and done starting from 1988 until 1990 as follows:
- In 1988
- 270 apartments — representing tall buildings in the Progresului — Karl Marx Street
area in Oradea;
- 170 apartments - tall buildings in the Decebal Street — Tudor Vladimirescu area;
- 130 apartments — in the Cantemir Street area, Oradea;
- 170 apartments - in the Stefan cel Mare Street area, stage II;
- 730 apartments - in the Dragos Voda Street area, Oradea;
- 90 apartments — Republicii Street, Marghita.
- In 1989
- 400 apartments - in the civic center of Oradea;
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- 370 apartments — in the D. Cantemir Street area, Oradea;
- 480 apartments — in the Stefan cel Mare Street area, Oradea, stage III, IV and V;
- 180 apartments - in the March 6'" Street — Creanga Square area Oradea;
- 70 apartments — Aviatorilor Street, Oradea;
- 380 apartments — Leontin Silajan Street, Oradea;
- 40 apartments - the civic center of Alesd;
- 120 apartments — Republicii street, Marghita;
- 50 apartments - the civic center of Salonta;
- 40 apartments - the civic center of Beius;
- 30 apartments — the civic center of Dr. Petru Groza City;
- In1990
- 420 apartments — in the civic center of Oradea, stage II;
- 500 apartments — D. Cantemir Street, stage II;
- 400 apartments — in the Clujului Street area, Oradea;
- 80 apartments — the civic center of Alesd;
- 120 apartments — the city center and Republicii Street, Marghita;
- 120 apartments - the civic center of Salonta;
- 100 apartments — the civic center of Beius;
- 70 apartments — the civic center of Dr. Petru Groza City;
Responsibilities: the Architecture, Systematization, Technic and Investment Section, the
Bihor County Design Center; the Bihor County General Construction Assembly Trust; the Bihor County
Communal and Housing Management Enterprise; the municipal and city People’s Councils
To prevent the flooding of households and farmlands by watercourses in Oradea and some other
cities, as well as to eliminate some sources of pollution like garbage storage, the Committee, respectively
the executive offices of the municipal and city people’s councils will conduct studies on their utilization
in an economic way, of their systematization, followed by scheduling work in stages, their execution being
done with local resources and the work contribution of the population.
Deadline for writing the study - 1987
Deadline for construction phase I — 1988-1990
Deadline for construction phase IT - after 1990
Responsibilities: the Executive Committee of the People’s Council of the Municipality of
Oradea; the executive offices of the city people’s councils; O.G.A.; the Water Directorate
Execution: I.E.E.L.LF. Bihor
In order to return the fields from Viilor Hill from Oradea to agricultural purposes, which fields,
in danger of slipping, can endanger the city’s water supply, the railroad and the dwellings from the
proximity, the Executive Committee of the County People’s Council will intervene and supervise at the
central entities for the approval of technical documentation for the consolidation works, so that execution
would take place in 1988.
Responsibility: the Executive Committee of the Bihor County People’s Council
For the enthronement of discipline and order in systematization and for the exact following of
the execution projects, under all aspects, of the apartment buildings being erected in the municipality of
Oradea and in the cities in the county, the Committee, respectively the executive offices of the municipal
and city people’s councils will continue to abolish the works done in closing balconies and loggias.
Deadline - December 31, 1987
Responsibilities: the committee and the executive offices of the municipal and city
people’s councils
For repairing improper balconies from some buildings located on the main roads of the
municipality of Oradea, the execution details will be revisited and adapted to the construction materials
that can be bought.
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Design deadline - August 31, 1987
Responsibility: the Bihor County Design Center
Execution deadline — 1987-1989
Responsibility: the Bihor County General Construction Assembly Trust
For the realization of the projects with large panels — project no. 1340 - with 4 floors, revised on
the occasion of the visit made by the superior party and state management at the Exhibition organized in
Bucharest, the Construction Materials Factory from Oradea will take measures to adapt its technological
production line and the preparation of production so that, beginning with November 1987, it will supply
only this type of panel.
Responsibility: the C.M.F. Oradea
For producing large panels for dwellings with 8 floors, the Construction Materials Factory from
Oradea will take measures in preparing their production lines so that, starting from the first quarter of
1988, it can deliver these types of panels.
Responsibility: the C.M.F. Oradea
For a more pronounced increase in work productivity in constructions, the Bihor County General
Construction Assembly Trust will intensify the production process and the industrialization of its works
by:

- replacing exterior walls with panels made of A.A.C., assembled and plastered on the
outside in its own workshops from the new production base;

- finishing and putting into operation, by September 30 this year, of the line for special
finished bath cabinets, so that in 1988 it would use such cabinets in their own production
form 280 apartments, for other structures, different from those of the CM.F.;

- the ventilation shafts, those for smoke, trash shafts and parapets for balconies already
finished since 1986 will be executed in the G.C.A.T.’s own workshops.

Responsibility: G.C.A.T. Bihor
For supplementing the number of construction workers, structural engineers, finishers,
plumbers, starting with the 1987/1988 school year, at least 200 students will be qualified by the G.C.A.T.
professional school. Other units from the county in need of construction workers will also be included in
this activity, by contributing with tuition funds.
Responsibility: G.C.A.T. Bihor
For finishing the proposal of regrouping 30 villages, in the commune centers teams consisting of
competent staff at the county level, together with local organs of power and state administration from
commune level they will be reanalyzed and given into consultation to the working people.
Deadline - September 30, 1987
Responsibilities: the Architecture, Systematization, Technic and Investments Section;
the Bihor County Design Center; the Communal People’s Councils
For organizing traffic according to actual requirements and ensuring a fluid circulation, a study
on the traffic and penetration system in the municipality of Oradea from Satu Mare will be made.
Deadline: December 31, 1987
Responsibilities: the municipality of Oradea People’s Council; the Architecture,
Systematization, Technic and Investments Section; the Bihor County Design Center

National Archives — Bihor County Service, Bihor County Committee of the R.C.P. fund, file 2/1987,
unnumbered sheets



